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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the Poplar Airport and potential impacts associated with adjoining properties has been completed by Wilfred Lambert, Brownfields Coordinator for the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes Environmental Program.  Preparation of the Phase I Site Assessment was supervised by two qualified environmental professionals:  Brent Rohlfs, Indian Health Service Area Solid Waste and Brownfields Coordinator, and Mary Ahlstrom, an environmental consultant hired by the Tribal Environmental Program.  

Starting in approximately 1944, local farmers used the site of the Poplar Airport, located at 128 Airport Road, directly northeast of the city limits of Poplar, Montana for fueling, loading crop dusting fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides, and storing their small crop dusting planes.  Since 1964, the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes have leased the land to the City of Poplar and County of Roosevelt for building, maintaining, and operating the Poplar Airport.  The current operator also conducts crop dusting operations.  The lease has expired and the use of the land will return to the Tribes.  It is anticipated that the airport will continue to operate in the same location consistent with the expired lease until a new airport is completed on land acquired to the northeast of the existing location, in approximately two to four years.  This Phase I report will assist the Fort Peck Tribes in determining if there is a potential presence of contamination that needs to be addressed.  An All Appropriate Inquiry has been made into previous uses of the property consistent with good commercial or customary practice in order to satisfy the landowner liability protection provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). 

A site reconnaissance and historical review were conducted to review the site for indications and/or the presence of recognized environmental conditions.  Observations and records show that airport and crop dusting operations from the 1940’s – 1960’s involved the use of pesticides that, if released, would pose a recognized environmental condition.  The current operator has worked with Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 8 to mitigate fuel storage tank issues.  Small spills related to fueling, crop dusting, and maintenance and storage procedures may have occurred over the years although current observations indicated that the products are stored in appropriate containers.  Although there is documentation of underground and aboveground storage tank releases within a two-mile radius and major contamination issues with a nearby well, all of these sites are off of the airport property and appear to be down gradient from the surface and ground water flows or contained in the tight clay soils which overlay the area aquifers.  A possible exception to this may be Larry’s Conoco, which is located approximately ½ mile to the west of the Poplar Airport.  It has unresolved issues related to petroleum releases, removal and disposal of contaminated soils, the need to identify the extent of soil and groundwater contamination, the need develop and implement a remediation plan for the site, and a potential petroleum plume migrating towards the sewer line.  The adjoining Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Equipment and Maintenance Storage area contains hazardous materials, although current observations indicate that the products are stored in appropriate containers.  The adjoining former dump to the north may pose migration issues although it appears from the surface topography and proximity to the Poplar River alluvium that the surface drainage and localized ground water flow paths are to the west and northwest toward the Poplar River Valley.  Reuse options should take into consideration the presence of a former dump.

It is recommended that a Phase II Site Assessment be conducted for the Poplar Airport and the adjoining BIA equipment and maintenance products storage area now and/or after both operations are moved to new locations.  In addition, the former Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area should be evaluated in greater detail.  These recommendations are based upon the following findings of the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment: known management of pesticides and fuels on the site; unknown commercial uses prior to the Tribal lease with the City of Poplar and Roosevelt County for use as an airport; the adjacent BIA property being used for storage of equipment and maintenance products; the former dump directly north of the airport property; verification of the mitigation activities associated with the past and present fuel storage tanks; and the potential of minor spills that may have occurred on the property over time.  If prior to or during future assessment or cleanup activities, additional information indicates potential contamination or safety issues, assessment and cleanup strategies will need to be reevaluated.  
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I.
INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is to determine the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances, petroleum products, contaminants, and pollutants that may potentially pose environmental impacts to the Poplar City Airport resulting from past or present uses of the subject property or surrounding properties.  The assessment was conducted in accordance with guidelines under the American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) Method E1527-05, to identify recognized and historical recognized environmental conditions.

B. Scope of Work 

The scope-of-work for this assessment included an evaluation of the following:

1) Reviewing available public records/documents that will help identify recognized environmental conditions in connection with the property and surrounding properties.  

2) Conducting a site reconnaissance to collect data and observe environmental conditions related to the property, surrounding properties, and any structures located on the premises to the extent not obstructed by adjacent buildings, bodies of water, asphalt, other paved areas, or by limiting conditions such as snow or rain.

3) Interviewing site-owner, occupants, or designated persons to review property boundaries and obtain information that may be relevant to the site or adjoining properties.  Briefly interviewing knowledgeable persons (i.e. neighbors, former owners, regulatory agencies) to establish previous property uses and conditions.

4) Preparing a report containing observations relating to the apparent environmental condition of the site and surrounding properties, describing areas of impact, summarizing records/documents reviewed, maps, photographs, analysis of collected data, and the consultant’s conclusions.

This Scope of work may be modified as additional information regarding the site or surrounding sites becomes available. 

C. Significant Assumptions/Methodology

· The Methodology for this report was based upon newly revised ASTM E1527-05: Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.
· Assumptions are made that information derived from secondary sources is correct.  Except as set forth in this report, there was no independent investigation as to the accuracy or completeness of the information derived from secondary sources or personal interviews and preparers have assumed that such information is accurate and complete. 

· Conclusions and recommendations represent opinions that were arrived at in accordance with currently accepted environmental, engineering, hydrologic, and geologic practices and are subject to the inherent limitations of environmental site assessments.

· An assumption is made that the Environmental Professionals signing this report are qualified Environmental Professional under the newly revised ASTM E1527-05.
D. Limitations and Exceptions

· A change in any fact or circumstance upon which this report is based may adversely affect the recommendations, findings, and conclusions expressed in this report. 

· No sampling of any materials was performed for this assessment.

· The scope of this report is limited to the matters expressly covered.  Radon, lead in drinking water, regulatory compliance, industrial hygiene, health and safety, ecological resources, endangered species, indoor air quality, and biological agents were not included in the scope of this assessment.

E. Special Terms and Conditions

· This report is for the use and benefit of the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes and third parties authorized in writing by the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes. 

· If any historical or cultural evidence is potentially identified, the Tribal Cultural Resource Officer will be contacted.    
· The information contained herein was obtained from sources deemed reliable, but this report should not be construed to constitute an independent investigation and/or verification on the part of the preparer of this document or the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation, or any entity thereof.  Readers of this document are cautioned and advised to verify the information contained herein through their own investigation.  The preparer of this document, the Fort Peck Office of Environmental Programs and the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation, and any entity thereof specifically deny and disclaim any liability resulting from any actions taken based upon the reliance of or as a result of reliance on this document and/or the information contained herein, including any and all determinations, recommendations, conclusions and requirements.  No warranties, either express or implied, are made in the preparation or dissemination of this document or the information contained herein for the purpose of reliance by third parties.

F. User Reliance  

Starting in approximately 1944, local farmers used the site for fueling, loading crop dusting fertilizers, herbicides, pesticides and storing their small crop dusting planes.  Since 1964, the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes have leased the land to the City of Poplar and County of Roosevelt for building, maintaining, and operating the Poplar Airport.  The current operator also conducts crop dusting operations.  The lease has expired and the use of the land will return to the Tribes.  It is anticipated that the airport will continue to operate in the same location consistent with the expired lease until a new airport is completed on land acquired to the northeast of the existing location, in approximately two to four years.  This Phase I report will assist the Fort Peck Tribes in determining if there is a potential presence of contamination that needs to be addressed.  An All Appropriate Inquire has been made into previous uses of the property consistent with good commercial or customary practice in order to satisfy the landowner liability protection provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). 

II. SITE DESCRIPTION  

A. Location and Legal Description  

The Poplar Airport site is located within the boundaries of the Fort Peck Reservation on Tribal Trust Land.  The address is 128 Airport Road, directly northeast of the city limits of Poplar, Roosevelt County, Montana.  It is north of highway 2, directly east of Park Road and the BIA equipment storage and maintenance area.  The site is located in Section 6, Township 27N, Range 51E.  The latitude is 48º 07’14.2” and the longitude is 105º11’3.1”.  (See Appendix A for a site map)  

B.
Site and Vicinity General Characteristics

The Fort Peck Reservation homelands are located in northeast Montana, primarily in Roosevelt County although small portions lie in Valley, Daniels, and Sheridan Counties.  The Reservation covers approximately 2.1 million acres or 3,280 square miles of rolling prairies, bounded on the south by the Missouri River, on the east by the Big Muddy Creek, and on the west by Porcupine Creek and the Milk River.  The Tribal Headquarters are located in Poplar, Montana.  The population of the Reservation is approximately 10,000, with about 3,000 living in and around Poplar.  The airport and adjacent properties are relatively flat, except on the north where an old covered dump slopes and drains towards the Poplar River valley.

The following are a list of adjacent properties uses categorized by direction:

· North: 
Dry-land farmland, old Poplar City Dump
· Northeast:
Housing (Airport Addition), storm water detention pond, pedestrian/bike path

· East:  
Fenced natural gas line pumping station, road, trailer court east of road, pedestrian/bike path
· South:


Highway 2, Tribal Express Convenience Store south of Highway 2, Housing south of convenience store

· Southwest:  
Poplar Cemetery south of Highway 2 
· West:


From north to south - BIA Storage area for road maintenance and construction engineering equipment, trailer home, abandoned old school east of trailer home, ambulance garage

C.
Current Uses of the Property

The City of Poplar/County of Roosevelt continues to utilize the property consistent with the expired lease for operation of the Poplar Airport.  The current operator is Dallas O’Connor, who has operated Dallas Aero & Sales since 1970.  He built and maintains the hangars and oversees storage and maintenance of airplanes.  The company specializes in aerial pesticide application, stable medical patient transfers, and on demand charter service.  Equipment, maintenance supplies, fuels, and chemical products are stored at the airport site.  Currently the company owns and operates seven aircrafts, of which four are commercial spraying planes.  Mr. O’Connor also sells cell phones and cell phone service from this location.  

D.
Descriptions of Structures, Roads, and Other Improvements to the Site

In the original lease signed on January 21, 1964, the size of the airport property was 240 acres of Trust Land.  On November 15, 1978, the lease was modified and the size reduced to 69.09 acres.  The main entrance to the property is off Highway 2 and a second entrance is located to the north of the ambulance garage and home.  These driveways are a mixture of gravel, dirt and asphalt.  There is asphalt surrounding the airport buildings and covering the runway and taxiway.  The remaining property is natural grassland that is cut and harvested annually.  A 6-foot chain-linked fence surrounds the property on the south, east, and north sides.  A section of the fence on the north and south side has been compromised/vandalized creating access for pedestrians to cut across the property.  Gas and fiber optics lines run outside the fence on the south.  The City of Poplar provides water service to the property.  The airport has its own septic system located behind the hangars.  Montana Dakota Utilities (MDU) provides gas and electricity to the site.  (See Appendix A for Tribal Underground Utilities Map of Poplar and Poplar Airport showing underground utilities and fiber optics locations)  

There are two airplane hangars on the west side of the property with an office building attached to the south hangar.  There is one 12,000 gallon vertical, above ground storage tank that contains 100 Low Lead aviation fuel located near the entrance off Highway 2.  The tank is surrounded by a gravel and dirt containment berm.  Chemical storage and mixing tanks for the crop dusting pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers are located on a concrete pad near the western edge of the property south of the hangars.  (See Appendix D for Site Plan and Appendix E for Site Photos)

E.
Current Uses of Adjoining Properties

Residential housing is in close proximity on three sides of the property (northeast, east, south).  A storm water detention pond serves the housing to the northeast and is located directly northeast of the airport.  To the south of the storm water detention pond is a natural gas pump house.  The old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area, which operated from approximately 1971 – 1984, is directly north and is covered and seeded.  A portion of the refuse disposal area extends beyond the airport fencing and the uneven ground is noticeable when walking along the northwest boundary of the airport property.  (See Appendix C for documentation provided by Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Solid Waste Regulatory Program on inspections, licensing, and history of the refuse disposal area)

On the west side, BIA stores heavy equipment such as front-end loaders, backhoes, semi-tractors, pickups.  Additionally, it stores some maintenance products for the equipment and supplies used at work sites.  The BIA also maintains a gasoline bulk storage area, which is posted, bermed and securely surrounded.  On the west and south of the BIA storage area, a single family resides in a trailer house.  The owner of the trailer house uses an old school that is near the trailer for storage of his personal and construction business equipment.  An ambulance garage that houses two ambulances is located southwest of the trailer house.  There are several Tribal administrative buildings located west across the road from the BIA facility.  (See Appendix E for aerial photo with marked locations)

III. USER PROVIDED INFORMATION
(The users of this Phase I Report are the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes.  They provided information from Tribal files, records, staff, and administration sources.)

A. Title Records 

· The Tribal Realty Office provided a copy of the Lease Agreement and Modifications between the Tribes and City/County that documents the initial leasing of the property by the Tribes to the City of Poplar and County of Roosevelt in 1964 for use as an airport.  The lease has expired but airport operations continue to operate in the same location consistent with the expired lease. 

· The Tribal Realty Office provided a Tribal Search Report (TSR) stating that the BIA has no documents in their vault for the Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area.

(See Appendix B for Airport Lease Agreement and TSR)

B. Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations

The Tribes are not aware of any environmental liens.  The expired lease agreement states that the city/county shall not use the premises or any portion of the premises for any purpose except to develop, operate and maintain a municipal airport in conjunction with the applicable federal and state law and regulation governing public municipal airports.  The city/county shall not use the premises for any unlawful purpose whatsoever.  The airport shall be deemed to be within an Indian community. 

C. Specialized Knowledge

· The Tribal Environmental Office provided general information on the mitigation of the above and below ground fuel tanks at the Poplar Airport, on the mitigation of the fuel tanks at Larry’s Conoco, and suggested that Montana Department of  Environmental Quality (DEQ) and EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office be contacted for more information.

· Christa Tyrrell, the Tribal Hydrogeologist provided information on the topography, soil conditions, regional and site geology.

D. Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information

The Tribes, City of Poplar/County of Roosevelt, and current airport operator appear to assume that the property will continue to be utilized for the operation of the Poplar Airport consistent with the expired lease until the new airport is constructed.  
E. Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues

Since the property is located on Tribal Trust Land and is not for sale, a significantly lower purchase price is not applicable.

F. Owner, Property Manager, and Occupant Information

The Tribes own the property and it is located on Tribal Trust Land.  Starting in 1964, the Tribes leased the property to the City of Poplar and County of Roosevelt to be used as an airport.  The lease has expired but airport operations continue to operate in the same location consistent with the expired lease.  It is anticipated that the airport will move to a new location in two to four years.  The current operator is Dallas O’Connor, who built the hangars and operates the airport, provides maintenance on airplanes, conducts and stores chemicals for crop dusting operations, and sells cell phones and cell phone service.  

G. Reason for Performing Phase I

In anticipation of receiving the use of the property back in two to four years, the Tribes want to identify through a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, if potential contamination exists on the property or adjoining properties and whether a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (sampling activities) is warranted at this time or after the airport is relocated.  Any potential contamination needs to be identified and appropriately addressed if the Tribes choose to redevelop the property resulting in mixed uses of residential, commercial, administrative buildings, and open space.  

H. Other

· Aerial maps of the site in 1979 and 1996 from Terra Server that show structures at the airport and changes to the runways/taxiway, old landfill, surrounding property site structures, and roads. 

· FEMA Floodplain map that shows the site is not located in a floodplain.

· Map of City of Poplar showing City Limits, Tribal and Township properties.  Downloaded from Website:  http://GIS.doa.state.mt.us.

· Tribal Underground Utilities Map of Poplar and Poplar Airport showing underground utilities and fiber optics locations.

· Picture of blueprints of Poplar Airport Renovations dated 9/7/1982 that show decrease in acreage of airport, elimination of one runway, and creation of drainage areas along runway and taxiway.

· Interview notes and file information from representatives of the Tribes, BIA, City/County, current operator of the airport, Montana Department of Environmental Quality, and EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office.

· GPS data of the airport site.

· Environmental Data Resources Radius Map with GeoCheck and Environmental Risk Management Information.

· USGS topographical map of the site and surrounding locations.

· Pictures of the site and adjoining sites.

· Redevelopment plan from Interstate Engineering, Inc for potential reuse of the airport site, BIA equipment storage area, ambulance garage, had family house that includes new Tribal housing, business and office locations, and a park over the old landfill. 

IV.
RECORDS REVIEW

The following environmental databases and files where searched in relation to the site and surrounding sites by Environmental Data Resources Inc (EDR), Mr. Lambert, Mr. Rohlfs, or Ms. Ahlstrom:  

A. Standard Environmental Record Sources 

Federal Records:


· NPL (National Priority List) – 1.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· Proposed NPL – 1.25 miles searched - no sites found.

· Delisted NPL – 1.25 miles searched - no sources identified.

· NPL Recovery (Federal Superfund Liens ) - 0.25 -  miles searched - no sites found.

· CERCLIS (Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System) list – 0.75 miles searched – no sites found.  

· CERC-NFRAP (CERCLIS No Further Remedial Action Planned) list – 0.5 miles searched – no sites found.  

· CORRACTS (Corrective Action Report) list – 1.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· RCRA non-CORRACTS TSD facilities list – 0.75 miles searched – no sites found.

· RCRA Generators list – 0.5 miles searched – no sites found.

· ERNS (Emergency Response Notification System) list – 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· HMIRS (Hazardous Material Reporting Information System) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· US ENG CONTROLS (US Engineering Controls Sites) list – no sources identified.

· US INST CONTROLS (Sites with Institutional Controls) - no sources identified.

· DOD (Department of Defense) sites - 1.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· FUDS (Formerly Used Defense Sites) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· US Brownfield - 0.75 miles searched –no sites found.

· CONSENT (Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees) 1.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· ROD (Records of Decision) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· UMTRA (Uranium Mill Tailings) sites - 0.75 miles searched – no sites found.

· ODI (Open Dump Inventory) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· TRIS (Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· TSCA (Toxic Substance Control Act) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· FTTS - FIFRA/TSCA Tracking System – FIFRA (Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, & Rodenticide Act)/TSCA (Toxic Substance Control Act) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· SSTS (Section 7 Tracking System) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found. 
· ICIS (Integrated Compliance Information System) – no sources identified.

· PADS (PCB Activity Database) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· MLTS (Material Licensing Tracking System) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

· MINES (Mines Master Index File) - 0.5 miles searched – no sites found.

· FINDS (Facility Index System/Facility Registry System 0.25 miles searched.  Dallas Aero & Sales identified.  (See Results below for details)
· RAATS (RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.

State Records:
· SHWS (State Hazardous Waste) (CECRA (Non-NPL) Priority Sites List) - 1.25 miles searched – no sites found.  Interview with Montana DEQ identified Polar Refuse Disposal site.  (See Results below for details)  EDR Report listed several SHWS sites in Poplar, Roosevelt County, MT but was not able to map them due to insufficient addresses nor was information provided indicating these sites may be affecting the airport property.  (See Appendix C for EDR Report)  
· WQA (Water Quality Ranking Site) - no sources identified.
· DEL SHWS (Delisted list of CECRA sites) - 1.25 miles searched – no sites found.
· SWF/LF (Solid Waste Management Facilities List) 0.75 miles searched by EDR – no sites found.  

· SPILLS (Hazardous Materials Spills Report) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.
· INST Control (Response Action List) - no sources identified.
· VCP (Voluntary Cleanup & Redevelopment Act Registry) - 0.75 miles searched – no sites found.
· Drycleaners (Drycleaners Facility Listing) - no sources identified.
· Brownfields (Brownfields Site List) - 0.75 miles searched –no sites found.
· CDL (Clandestine Drug Labs) - 0.25 miles searched – no sites found.
· LUST- 0.75 miles searched – EDR Report listed several LUST sites in Poplar, Roosevelt County, MT but was not able to map them due to insufficient addresses nor was information provided indicating these sites may be affecting the airport property.  (See Appendix C for EDR Report)
· UST- 0.5 miles searched – EDR Report listed several LUST sites in Poplar, Roosevelt County, MT but was not able to map them due to insufficient addresses nor was information provided indicating these sites may be affecting the airport property.  (See Appendix C for EDR Report)
Tribal Records:

· Indian LUST - 0.75 miles searched: Larry’s Conoco identified.  Interview with Montana DEQ also identified Dallas Aero & Sales and Larry’s Conoco.  (See Results below for details on Dallas Aero and Sales and Larry’s Conoco).  EDR Report listed several Indian LUST sites in Poplar, Roosevelt County, MT but was not able to map them due to insufficient addresses nor was information provided indicating these sites may be affecting the airport property.  (See Appendix C for EDR Report)
· Indian UST – 0.50 miles searched:  EDR Report listed several UST sites in Poplar, Roosevelt County, MT but was not able to map them due to insufficient addresses nor was information provided indicating these sites may be affecting the airport property.  (See Appendix C for EDR Report)
EDR Proprietary Records:

· Coal &  Gas Plants - NA

Results: 

Environmental Data Resources (EDR) Report - The EDR Report listed Dallas Aero and Sales in the EPA FINDS database under Integrated Compliance Information, ID number 110010780306 noting other pertinent environmental activity identified at the site.  The report also lists one Indian LUST site release (Larry’s Conoco), which is located within 0.75 miles of the airport.  Additionally, the report listed several Montana LUST, UST, Indian LUST, Indian UST, SHWS, DEL SHWS, CERCLA (non-NPL) high priority, CERC-NFRAP, and FINDS sites in Poplar, Roosevelt County, MT but was not able to map them due to insufficient addresses nor was information provided indicating these sites may be affecting the airport property.  (See Appendix C for EDR Report) 

EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office information on Dallas Aero and Sales (Poplar Airport) - A request to EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office reported information in its files on Dallas Aero and Sales in relation to the aboveground fuel storage tank at the Poplar Airport.  EPA inspected the site on June 26, 1996 and issued a citation for lack of inventory control and failure to conduct an annual tightness test.  It appears that a fine was paid and the tank and piping were taken out of service.  EPA further notes correspondence in that file from Montana DEQ on January 5, 1998 saying that further investigation or cleanup activities were not needed.  Apparently, 140 cubic yards of contaminated soil had been removed and landfarmed.  (See appendix C for documentation from EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office on Dallas Aero and Sales)

Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) information on Dallas Aero and Sales (Poplar Airport) - A request to Montana DEQ, which in previous years was known as Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences (MDHES), reported information in its files on Dallas Aero & Sales.  Three tanks were removed at the Poplar Airport (Dallas Aero Sales).  In March 1990, when Tanks 2 and 3 were removed.  MDHES did not require permits for removal until May 1990, so Tanks 2 and 3 were removed with no assessment and oversight from MDHES.  It was noted that the water table is high in the Poplar area and generally groundwater is found at depths of 7’-25’.  Natural attenuation takes place in the tight clay soils and prevents even the worst contamination plumes from migrating very far.

· Data from website on Tank #2, facility ID – 4304216, Dallas Aero & Sales:

· Installed – 4/6/1983

· Estimated capacity – 1000 gallons

· Tank construction – asphalt coated or bare steel

· Piping – galvanized steel, cathodically protected

· Substance – gasoline

· Date last used – 1/1/1982

· Closed – 3/29/1990

· Closure status – removed from ground

· Site Assessment – evidence of leak has not been detected

· Tank status – permanently out of use

· Data from website on Tank #3, facility ID – 4304216, Dallas Aero & Sales:

· Installed – 4/5/1985

· Estimated capacity – 1000 gallons

· Tank construction – asphalt coated or bare steel

· Piping – galvanized steel, cathodically protected

· Substance – gasoline

· Date last used – 1/1/1988

· Closed – 3/29/1990

· Closure status – removed from ground

· Site Assessment – evidence of leak has not been detected

· Tank status – permanently out of use

In August 28, 1996 - Tank #1 was removed after acquiring a MDHES Removal Permit and assigned Release # - 2991.  The contractor performing the tank removal job called in the release to Montana DEQ.  The samples 3’ beneath the dispenser island were non-detect for GRO with levels at less than 10 ppm.  Under the south end of the tank, the levels were less than 9 ppm.  August 8, 1997 – Soil from around Tank # had been land farmed and the post treatment samples resulted in non-detection under GRO Modified 8015 method testing.

· Data from website on Tank #1, facility ID – 4304216, Dallas Aero & Sales:

· Installed – 4/6/1983

· Estimated capacity – 4000 gallons

· Tank construction – asphalt coated or bare steel

· Piping – galvanized steel, cathodically protected

· Substance – gasoline

· Date last used – 7/25/1996

· Closed – 7/25/1996

· Closure status – removed from ground

· Site Assessment – evidence of leak has been detected

· Tank Status – permanently out of use

(See Appendix C for documentation on the Poplar Refuse Disposal from Montana DEQ)
Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) information on Larry’s Conoco A request to Montana DEQ provided file records that document the removal of two gasoline and one diesel underground storage tanks at Larry’s Conoco in recent years.  There are unresolved issues related to petroleum releases, removal and disposal of contaminated soils, the need to identify the extent of soil and groundwater contamination, the need develop and implement a remediation plan for the site, and a potential petroleum plume migrating towards the sewer line.  (See Appendix C for documentation on Larry’s Conoco from Montana DEQ)

B. Additional Environmental Records Sources 

· Tribal land records – Lease Agreement/Modifications for Poplar Airport between Fort Peck Tribes and City of Poplar and County of Roosevelt for from Tribal Realty Office.

· Local records of emergency release reports – The local fire department reported no records of responding to emergencies at the airport.

· Flood Zone Data – FEMA Floodpain maps do not place the location of the airport within a flood zone.

· FEMA disaster risks that have potentially environmental impacts – The FEMA website reports that the Reservation is subject to disaster risks of severe hail and weather storms that have brought hundreds of thousands of dollars of damage to the Tribes.  Disaster impacts can trigger environmental issues.  Winter storms with wind chill factors that can drop to 80 below zero and snow can immobilize isolated regions; wildfires such as a spark from a train ignited a grass fire that destroyed homes and a UPS office; flooding that has damaged Tribal homes and buildings. 

· National Wetlands Inventory – The National Wetlands Inventory does not list a wetland on the airport property.

· Epicenters – US DOC, NOAA searched for earthquake epicenters 5 or greater on the Richter Scale - no sources identified.

· IHS Records – no sourced identified.

· BIA Records – no sources identified.

C. Physical Setting Sources

The Environmental Data Resources (EDR) Report documents that there are numerous wells within the two-mile radius but none on the airport property.  One well that is located ½-1mile to the west has been subject to State enforcement actions.  Contaminants found in the well include coliform, lead, copper, nickel, antimony, beryllium, arsenic, and thallium.  The interview with Mr. Tracy O’Connor suggested that water surfaces quickly when holes are dug in the vicinity of the airport.

The following topography, soil conditions, regional and site geology, and regional groundwater conditions were provided/summarized by the Tribal Hydrogeologist, Christa Tyrrell.

· Topography

The topography of this area is best described as a broad glacial bench with low relief, dissected by the Poplar River and its tributaries (Thamke et.al 1996).  Current land surfaces represent effects of glaciation during the Pliestocene as well as erosional effects of the Missouri River to the south of the project site.  This is evident through both the attached USGS 7.5-minute Topographic Map or equivalent (with EDR Report) as well as through the aerial photographs.  
· Soil Conditions

The EDR Report describes the soil surface to be loam with moderate infiltration rates, deep and moderately deep to moderately well and well-drained soils with moderately coarse textures.  The Hydric Status does not meet requirements for hydic soil.  Corrosion potential for uncoated steel is high.  The soils have intermediate water holding capacity and depth to water table is more than six feet.
· Regional and Site Geology

 Regionally the area is located near the western boundary of the Williston Basin, in close proximity to the center of the Poplar Anticline (an estimated 10 mi north of the City of Poplar) which trends northwest and approximately 30 mi long and 25 mi wide.  Surface geology of the area is comprised of thick Pleistocene glacial deposits found atop the benches.  These glacial deposits average approximately 100 ft in thickness and are comprised of sands, gravels, and silts.  The glacial deposits are replaced and overlain in the alluvial valleys by more recent Holocene alluvium, composed of a fine to course grained floodplain deposits of the Missouri River and major tributaries, such as the Poplar River directly north of the site.  Holocene alluvial deposits are predominately silt in nature with local gravel lenses.  This unit also can include colluvial and lacustrine deposits as well as remnants of glacial outwash. 

Regional Quaternary sediments are underlain by the Upper Cretaceous Bearpaw Shale, a relatively thick and impervious formation ranging from 700 to 1000 feet in thickness.  The Bearpaw Shale is comprised primarily of marine shale and claystone, with thin beds of bentonite clays and slopes generally to the west.

· Regional Groundwater Conditions

The water bearing Quaternary sand and gravels are the sole developed source of ground water for area residents.  Water within these deposits is generally exhibit unconfined conditions, but due to the heterogeneous nature of the area, confined and semi-confined aquifers also exist within this hydrologically complex system.  Depth to water in this area can range from 7 to 130 feet in the glacial deposits, and 5 to 44 feet in the alluvium (Thamke and Craigg, 1996).

Beneath the Bearpaw Shale is the Judith River aquifer, however, through a combination of natural conditions and injection of production waters into this sandstone aquifer, the resultant quality is so poor that it is unsuitable for drinking water purposes.

Regional ground water flows are to the west, and then south along the Poplar River alluvium to the Missouri.  Local variations in the ground water flow paths on a small site such as this are possible due to topographic variations as well as influences and interferences from site development, and would depend on the slope gradient and proximity to the alluvial valley as well as the hydraulic properties of any fill materials used during site development.

In addition to the complexities geologically, the Poplar River flows south-west to the immediate north of the project area.  Seasonal variations in surface-ground water interactions can redirect flow paths on a local scale and may need to be investigated in further detail to rule out possible on-site effects.

(See Appendix C for the EDR Report and Appendix E for aerial photographs from 1979 and 1996)

D. Historical Use Information on the Property

· 1871 - Tribal Trust Land, undeveloped.

· 1871 to 1944 - Sometime during this period and more likely in the 1900’s, the land was used for growing spring and winter small grain.

· 1944 - According to interviews, local farmers started using the land (260 acres) as an airport for about 20 Piper Cub airplanes used to spray farm crops.  Chemical capacity was approximately 45 gallons requiring frequent reloading trips chemicals and fuel.  When not in use, the airplanes were parked on the grassland/farm field and tanker trucks containing crop chemicals were also parked there.  

· 1944 to1964 - Several individuals operated the airport.  No records or interview information has been provided to date, that identifies the former operators of the airport except for Tracy O’Connor noting that a previous operator was Danny Fonse.  (?spelling)

· January 21, 1964 - City of Poplar and County of Roosevelt leased airport property from the Tribes. 

· Late 1960’s – Runways were paved with asphalt.

· November 15, 1978 – Lease modified and acreage reduced from 260 acres to 69.09.

· 1970 to 2006 - Dallas O’Connor operated the airport.

· 1971 – 1984 – Poplar Refuse Disposal Area was in operation directly north of airport.

· 1994 – Improvements were made to the airport (Blueprints dated May 1994) and 11,000 cubic yards of dirt are excavated, most likely from the drainage ditches along the runway and taxiway to cover the Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area.

· Date that airport lease expired – This is unclear as original lease notes that the term for the lease will be 21 years so it would have expired in 1985, but also notes it will expire in on Dec. 31, 1988, and yet interviews said it expired a year or two ago.  Some modifications are included with the lease documentation.  (Attempts were made to identify further lease documentation, but were unsuccessful during the time-period of this report.)  Although the lease has expired, the current operator continues to run the airport and crop dusting operations consistent with the expired lease until a new airport is built in approximately two – four years.     

E. Historical Use Information on the Adjoining Properties

The properties to the north, east, south and west are Tribal Trust Land or Tribal Lands.  Prior to current uses, the land was in a natural state and possibly used for homesteads, farmland, and grazing.  Tribal sources noted that the City of Poplar operated the Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area directly north of the airport from approximately 1940 – December 1987.  
III. SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

A. Methodology and Limiting Conditions

On September 26, 2004, Tribal Environmental Staff interviewed Dallas O’Connor, operator of the airport, at the airport location.  On February 1, 2006, Tribal Brownfields Coordinator Wilfred Lambert (Tribal Brownfield Coordinator), Brent Rohlfs (Indian Health Service), and Mary Ahlstrom (Environmental Consultant) conducted a site reconnaissance and interviewed with Mr. O’Connor and his son, Tracy O’Connor.  Tracy O’Connor escorted the interviewers on a tour of the buildings and grounds.   

B. General Site Setting

The general area is a rural setting with the town of Poplar adjacent to the southwest and Tribal administrative and maintenance offices to the west.  The terrain is relatively flat. 

C. Exterior Observations

· There is one 12,000 gallon vertical, above ground storage tank that contains 100 Low Lead aviation fuel, which is located near the entrance off Highway 2.  The tank is surrounded by a gravel and dirt containment berm.  No evidence was observed of releases although there is documentation on previous mitigation activities by Montana DEQ and EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office as describe elsewhere in this Report.

· Chemical storage and mixing tanks for the crop dusting pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers are located on a concrete pad near the western edge of the property south of the hangars.  No evidence was observed of releases.

· The City was storing three old police cars that were sold at auction but not picked up, a moveable hamburger/food stand, empty fuel tank, and three paint drums north of the north hangar.  The drums appeared to be full and no evidence was observed of releases.

· A sewage septic tank and drain field is located to the west of the south hanger.  It has a 1000-gallon overflow tank with vent located west of the north hangar.  No evidence was observed of releases.

· No soil stains or stressed vegetation was observed. 

· Drainage ways were graded along the runway and taxiway and two dirt culverts were constructed such to drain surface runoff water to the north. 

· A green electrical control box for the runway/taxiway lighting is located east of the hangars.

· A fire hydrant is west of the hangars, a natural gas line enters from the south and runs to the south hangar, and electrical lines enter the property from the west.  

D. Interior Observations

· No stains were observed on the concrete floor except for a small amount of absorbent on two small minor stains in the north hangar. 

· No drains were observed in the two hangars and office.

· A bathroom with a sink, toilet, and emergency shower was observed in the office area of the south hangar.

· Airplane maintenance equipment and supplies were stored on shelves and on the concrete floors in both hangars.  No evidence was observed of releases. 

· A few 55-gallon drums of Herbicides including Salvo, MCP 4 Easter, and Mirage Plus and one drum of Parathion 8EC Poison were sitting on the ground north of the north hangar.  No evidence was observed of releases.

· Certifications hanging on the wall included 1) Agriculture from Montana Department of Agriculture for Aerial, Plant Pesticide Control, Public Health Pest control; 2) City Business License; 3) Radio FCC License; 4) State of Montana One-Stop Business License; 5) Operating Certificate from USDOT, FAA for Commercial Aircraft Operations; and 6) Air Carrier Certificate from FAA.

IV. INTERVIEWS  

A. Interviews with the Owner (of the site)

· Sheryl Berger, Tribal Realty Specialist – provided information on the airport lease, but was not able to find information on the Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area.

· Helen Bighorn, Records Manager for the Tribes – suggested that Iva Darnell be contacted.

· Iva Darnell, Tribal Realty Specialist for Oil and Gas – returned a document stating that the BIA has no documents in their vault for the Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area.

· Tribal Commissioners – were not able to provide information and suggested that the Roosevelt County Commissioners be contacted.

B.
Interviews with Lessee (City of Poplar and County of Roosevelt)

· Barb Miros, Poplar City Clerk - was not able to provide any information.

· Woody Johnson, Public Works Director for City of Poplar – provided information on the Poplar Refuse Disposal Area closure, but was later determined that he was referencing a different dump.  

C.
Interviews with Site Manager/Occupants (Dallas and Tracy O’Connor)

Much of the information listed in the sections above was described in detail by Dallas O’Connor, operator of the airport and his son Tracy O’Connor during an interview and tour of the Poplar Airport on 2/1/2006.  They also provided the following information:

· Today there is one runway and taxiway.  Originally, there were two runways.  The second runway was an extension of the current taxiway that proceeded on to a grass runway going northeast approximately 1700’.

· The runways/taxiways were paved with asphalt in about 1961-1964.

· In approximately 1984-1986, one of the runways was closed and a fence was installed on the north side.

· The south hangar was built in 1977 and the attached from office in 1978.

· The north hangar was built in October of 1986.

· The south hangar and attached office is heated with natural gas.

· The north hangar is not heated.

· After the land was surveyed, the fence on the west was moved a little to the east.  (Noted by Mr. Rohlfs - This may have occurred in 1982 when the blueprints were created for the airport renovations.)

· Before the north hangar was built, there was an old T-hangar in the same location that housed 3-5 planes.  

· The Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area was located directly north/northeast almost to the grain bins.

· A septic system goes into a drainfield for the toilet, sink, and emergency shower located in the office area of the south hangar.

· Other than the bathroom that drains to the septic, there are no drains in the hangars.

· If one digs a hole, it fills quickly with water and may contribute to why the asphalt runway and taxiway easily break-up.  There is a 6,500 lb. limit on planes until the frost dries out. 

· There may be a water line that runs to the trailer homes east of the airport property and across the road.

· When a water loop was installed for the new BIA building to the north, a hydrant was installed for the airport. 

· Three underground fuel tanks were removed.  One tank was leaking and as the water table rose and water seeped into the tank holes.  The spill is being remediated through a soil aeration process.  According to records, Montana DEQ oversaw the removal of one 4000-gallon and two 1000-gallon underground fuel storage tanks.    

· Interactions with EPA Region 8 resulted in constructing a berm around the 12,000-gallon vertical 100 Low Lead aviation fuel tank.  (According to the Montana EPA Office, EPA inspected the site on June 26, 1996 and issued a citation for lack of inventory control and failure to conduct an annual tightness test.  It appears that a fine was paid and the tank and piping were taken out of service.  EPA further notes correspondence in that file from Montana DEQ on January 5, 1998 saying that further investigation or cleanup activities were not needed.  Apparently, 140 cubic yards of contaminated soil had been removed and landfarmed.)

D.
Interviews with Others

Comments made by Dean Thompson, BIA Road Maintenance Supervisor on 2/1/2006 at the BIA Equipment and Maintenance Storage area directly to the west:

· BIA leases the site from the Tribes.

· There are two separate BIA operations on the site.  The Road Maintenance section is generally located on the northern part of the site and the Construction/Engineering section is generally located on the southern part of the site.  Both operations are managed separately and do not share equipment.  From October – April, the Road Maintenance operations dominate the area and in the summer the Construction/Engineering dominate the area. 

· There is a newer, divided double-lined 10,000-gallon Diesel aboveground fuel tank on a concrete slab.  The Tribes coordinated with EPA Region 8 in Denver when draining and removing the old underground Diesel tank and installing the new tank.  Road Maintenance uses the pump on the north and Construction/Engineering uses the pump on the south. 

· During the interview, no stains or stressed vegetation was observed.  A dirt driveway enters the site from Park Road to the west.  The southern boundary is fenced separating the BIA operations from the Ambulance Garage, trailer home, and old school.  Numerous vehicles used for road maintenance and construction were parked on the site.  A number of 55-gallon drums containing oil and grease, several steel culverts, and miscellaneous construction materials were observed.  

Phone Interview with Jason Frederick, City of Poplar Fire Chief:

· Mr. Frederick noted that the Poplar Fire Department has not been involved, not conducted inspections, nor responded to spills at the airport since Mr. Frederick has worked there since 1996.

Phone Interview with Patrick Crowley, Program Manager for Solid Waste Regulatory Program - Montana Department of Environmental Quality:

· Mr. Crowley provided information and sent documentation on the Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area that included details on inspections, licensing, and history of the Refuse Disposal Area.

Phone Interview with Bill Hammer, Environmental Science Specialist with Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Petroleum Release Section:

· Mr. Hammer provided information on the registration and mitigation of the underground storage tanks (USTs) at the Poplar Airport and on the USTs at Larry’s Conoco.  He also sent copies of file records for Larry’s Conoco.

V. FINDINGS
(Note that ASTM defines a “recognized environmental condition” as the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products on a property under conditions that indicate an existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of any hazardous substances or petroleum products into structures on the property or into the ground, ground water, or surface water of the property.) 

Observations and records show that airport and crop dusting operations from the 1940’s – 1960’s involved chemicals, which, if released, could represent a recognized environmental condition.  According to the Iowa Living History Farm web site, crop dusting chemicals used since the 1940’s include the insecticide DDT (marketing promotion started in 1944),  Herbicides 2,4-D (came on the market in 1945) and its cousins Atrazine (introduced in the 1970’s), Glyphosate (better known as Roundup from the 1980’s) and others.  In 2001, 2, 4- D was still the fifth most often used herbicide.  
The current operator worked with Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) (formerly known as Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences (MDHES) to mitigate underground fuel storage tanks and with EPA Region 8 to mitigate an aboveground fuel storage tank.  Of the three underground gasoline tanks, two 1000-gallon capacity tanks were removed in March 1990 without Montana DEQ oversight as State permits were not required until May 1990.  The current Montana DEQ website reports that no evidence of leaks has been detected for the two tanks; they have been removed from the ground, and are permanently out of use.  A third tank with a capacity of 4000 gallons of gasoline was removed under a Montana DEQ permit on August 28, 1996.  Soil from around the tank has been landfarmed and post treatment samples resulted in on-detection under GRO Modified 8015 Method Testing.  The tank has been removed from the ground and is permanently out of use.  In relation to the above ground storage tank, EPA inspected the site on June 26, 1996 and issued a citation for lack of inventory control and failure to conduct an annual tightness test.  It appears that a fine was paid and the tank and piping were taken out of service.  EPA further notes correspondence in a file from Montana DEQ on January 5, 1998 saying that further investigation or cleanup activities were not needed.  Apparently, 140 cubic yards of contaminated soil had been removed and landfarmed.

Small spills related to fueling, crop dusting, and maintenance and storage procedures may have occurred over the years although current observations indicated that the products are stored in appropriate containers.  Hazardous materials are handled at the BIA Equipment and Maintenance Storage area although current observations indicated that the products are stored in appropriate containers.  The adjoining dump may pose migration issues although it appears that surface and ground water flow mostly to the west and northwest.  It is unknown if any CERCLA hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants are in the dump, however there is the potential for such substances to be present in municipal waste.  

Although there is documentation of underground and aboveground storage tank releases in Poplar, Roosevelt County, MT and major contamination issues with a nearby well, all of the sites appear to be down gradient from the underground and surface water flows or contained in clay soils and not migrating towards the airport property.  A possible exception to this may be Larry’s Conoco, which is located approximately ½ mile to the west of the Poplar Airport.  It has unresolved issues related to petroleum releases, removal and disposal of contaminated soils, the need to identify the extent of soil and groundwater contamination, the need develop and implement a remediation plan for the site, and a potential petroleum plume migrating towards the sewer line.

Findings under the following specific categories:

CERCLA hazardous substances – Potentially - Herbicides of Salvo, MCP 4 Easter, Mirage Plus, 2,4-D, Atrazine, Glyphosate (Roundup); Insecticide DDT;  poison Parathion 8EC;  and miscellaneous oils, cleaning solvents, lubricants associated with the property and adjoining BIA and dump properties.    

Pollutants – none determined or observed; unknown in relation to the dump.

Contaminants – none determined or observed; unknown in relation to the dump.

Petroleum/petroleum products – Petroleum products that include gasoline and 100 Low-Lead aviation fuel, and 80-Octane fuel; unknown in relation to gasoline and diesel from Larry’s Conoco; and unknown in relation to the adjoining BIA and dump properties.

Controlled substances – none determined or observed; unknown in relation to the dump.

VI. OPINION

It is recommended that a Phase II Site Assessment be conducted for the Poplar Airport and the adjoining BIA equipment and maintenance products storage area now and/or after both operations are moved to new locations.  In addition, the former Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area should be evaluated in greater detail.  These recommendations are based upon the following findings of the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment: 1) known management of pesticides and fuels on the site; 2) unknown commercial uses prior to the Tribal lease with the City of Poplar and Roosevelt County for use as an airport; 3) the adjacent BIA property being used for storage of equipment and maintenance products; 4) the former dump directly north of the airport property; 5) verification of the mitigation activities associated with the past and present fuel storage tanks; and 6) the potential of minor spills that may have occurred on the property over time.  If prior to or during future assessment or cleanup activities, additional information indicates potential contamination or safety issues, assessment and cleanup strategies will need to be reevaluated.  

VII. CONCLUSIONS

We have performed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM Practice E 1527-05 of the Poplar Airport, 128 Airport Road, Roosevelt County, Montana and potential impacts associated with the adjoining properties.  Any exceptions or deletion from, this proactive are describe in Section XI of this report.  This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with the property except for the following:

CERCLA hazardous substances – Potential Herbicides of Salvo, MCP 4 Easter, Mirage Plus, 2, 4-D, Atrazine, Glyphosate (Roundup); Insecticide DDT; poison Parathion 8EC; and miscellaneous oils, cleaning solvents, and lubricants.
Petroleum/petroleum products – Potential Petroleum products that include gasoline and 100 Low-Lead aviation fuel, and 80-Octane fuel; unknown in relation to gasoline and diesel from Larry’s Conoco; and unknown in relation to the adjoining BIA and dump properties.

VIII. DEVIATIONS

There are no deviations in this ASTM Practice E 1527-05 report.

IX. ADDITIONAL SERVICES

No additional services were requested by the user.

X. REFERENCES

· Environmental Data Resources Inc (EDR) Report that also includes USGS topographical map, Radius Map with GeoCheck, and Environmental Risk Management Information

· Aerial maps of the site in 1979 and 1996

· Floodplain map

· Map of City of Poplar showing City Limits, Tribal and Township properties.  Downloaded from Website:  http://GIS.doa.state.mt.us
· Map of City of Poplar Public Water Supply Threat Assessment

· Tribal Underground Utilities Map showing undergound utility and fiber optics lines for Poplar and Poplar Airport

· Picture of blueprints of Poplar Airport Renovations dated 9/7/1982

· Old Poplar Refuse Disposal Area documentation from Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) – Solid Waste Regulatory Program on inspections, licensing, and history of the Refuse Disposal Area

· Montana DEQ file information on Larry’s Conoco

· EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office information on Larry’s Conoco

· EPA’s Region 8 Montana Office information on the above ground fuel tank at the Poplar Airport

· Information from the Tribal Hydrogeologist, Christa Tyrrell, on topography, soil conditions, regional and 

site geology, and regional groundwater conditions

· Notes from interviews

· GPS data

· Pictures of the site and adjoining sites

· Redevelopment plan from Interstate Engineering, Inc 

· Lease agreements between the Tribes and City/ County

· TSR Report from Tribal Realty Office. 

· Iowa Living History Farm website on Crop Dusting after WW II: www.livinghistoryfarm,org
· Montana DEQ website documenting remediation of underground fuel tanks at Poplar Airport:  http://maps2.nris.state.mt.us/mapper/ReportsASP/DEQUstDet.asp?FacID=4304216
· FEMA website on disaster risks for the Ft. Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes: http://www.fema.gov/regions/viii/tribal/fortpeckbg.shtm
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XI. SIGNATURES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief, we meet the definition of Environmental Professional as defined in § 312.10 of 40 CFR 312 and we have the specific qualification based on education, training, and experience to assess a property of the nature, history, and setting of the subject property.  We have developed and performed the all-appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices set forth in 40 CFR Part 312.

_______________________________________________________________________

Brent Rohlfs, P.E.







Date

_______________________________________________________________________
Mary Ahlstrom, Environmental Consultant and IHS Circuit Rider

Date

This report is submitted by Wilfred Lambert, Ft. Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribal Brownfields Coordinator and was prepared in coordination with the above Environmental Professionals.

________________________________________________________________________
Wilfred Lambert, Tribal Brownfields Coordinator



Date
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XII. QUALIFICATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS

Brent Rohlfs, P.E., License # SD 7110: 

Brent Rohlfs has possessed a professional engineering license from the State of South Dakota since June 2000.  He worked as a consulting environmental engineer for Olsson Associates from September 1995 through October 1997.  He has worked as an environmental engineer for the U.S. Public Health Service from October 1997 to the present.  Mr. Rohlfs has worked specifically in the field of solid/hazardous waste and the EPA Brownfields program since August 2002, during which time he has assisted Tribal governments and utilities in conducting assessments of solid waste utilities, open dumps and other brownfields sites.  He has participated in writing and reviewing cleanup plans for several sites within EPA Region 8.  Mr. Rohlfs attended an ASTM Phase I assessment course covering the latest guidelines in Billings, MT during November 2005.
Mary Ahlstrom, Environmental Consultant and Circuit Rider for the IHS in the Brownfield and Solid Waste Programs:  
Mary Ahlstrom received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Environmental Conservation from the University of Colorado in 1988.  Starting in 1988, she worked as an EPA CERCLA hire for the Federal Emergency Management Agency in Region 8, where she managed the hazardous materials preparedness grants and provided technical assistance and training for Tribes and states.  While there, she received numerous certifications in environmental, first responder, and emergency management training courses include OSHA 40-Hour Hazwoper.  From 1998 to 1998, she worked in the Emergency Management Program at the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) where a portion of her work included evaluation of environmental hazards at BOR’s high hazard dams.  From 1999 – 2004, Ms. Ahlstrom worked in the EPA Region 8 Brownfield Program serving as a Project Manager providing technical assistance and managing Brownfields grants and contracts to Tribes, local jurisdictions, the private sector, non-profit organizations, and educational institutions.  During that time, she provided comments on fifteen Phase I and several Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Reports that were completed by contractors working for cities, Tribes, and for Targeted Brownfield assessments completed by the EPA START Contractor.  She assisted with training provided by the EPA START Contractor on Phase I and Phase II instruction including field activities during three Tribal workshops.  While at EPA, Ms. Ahlstrom attended related Phase I and II training including the preparation of Quality Assurance Project Plans (QAPPs) and Quality Assurance Objectives and approved numerous QAPPs submitted by the grantees as part of the Phase II process.  From 2004 – 2006, while serving as an Environmental Consultant and Circuit Rider to the IHS, she had conducted or assisted with eight Phase I assessments.  
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1.  Site Vicinity Map Downloaded from website:  http://GIS.doa.state.mt.us

2.  Tribal Underground Utilities Map showing Undergound Utility and Fiber Optics Lines for Poplar and Poplar Airport
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4.  Radius Maps with environmental risk information (with EDR Report in Appendix D)
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35
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site geology, and regional groundwater conditions


4.  Redevelopment Plan from Interstate Enginnering, Inc.

C.
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1.  Database and File Search Conduted by Environmental Data Resoruces Inc., (EDR)

2. Old Poplar Refuse Disposal area documentation from Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Solid Waste Regulatory Program on inspections, licensing, and history of the refuse disposal area.
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Airport Lease Agreement Between Tribes and City/ County
2.
TSR Report from Realty Office
3.
Tribal Hydrogeologist provided information on topography, soil conditions, regional and site geology, and regional groundwater conditions
4.
Redevelopment Plan from Interstate Enginnering, Inc.
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Appendix  C.
Regulatory Records Documentation
1.
Database and File Search Conduted by Environmental Data Resoruces Inc., (EDR)
2.
Old Poplar Refuse Disposal area documentation from Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Solid Waste Regulatory Program on inspections, licensing, and history of the refuse disposal area

3. 
Montana DEQ File Records on mitigation of Poplar Airport fuel storage tanks
4.
Montana DEQ Website Records on Migigation of Poplar Airport Fuel Storage Tanks
5.
Montana DEQ File Records on mitigation of Larry's 


Conoco

6.
EPA's Region 8 Montana Office file information on mitigation of Poplar Airport above ground fuel storage tank 
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Appendix  D.
Interviews and Site Plan
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Appendix  E.
Photographs
1.
Site photographs
2.
Aerial photographs taken in 1979 and 1996 From Terra Server
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